ACTION FOR SOCIAL WELFARE

of the people and in the character of the leg-
islators, still others are to be found in human
nature and the ways in which it must be in-
fluenced. It has often been found that it is
unwise to attack too directly and too sternly
some of the weaknesses and passions of men
and women, because frequently more harm than
good will result. The attacks upon the vices
and evils of society must be adapted to the
time and place, and the wisest means must be
chosen. While beyond doubt there has been a
steady progress in society toward lessening
the ill results coming from the liquor traffic,
from the social evil, and from other curses of
society, direct attacks have often failed of
serious accomplishment. The aim of all leg-
islation on such questions, of course, is to
elevate society by putting a control over human
weaknesses, especially by getting the different
individuals in the community to control them-
selves. Unfortunately, many people do not
control themselves. Legislation should there-
fore bring influence to bear so as gradually to
develop the habit of self-control. In some
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